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EAU DE FONTAINE DE JOUVENCE,
also called Auricorne and Golden Hair Water, is no dye, but a
bleaching agent which changes dark hair to a light blond or
golden-yellow color. The preparation consists of peroxfde of
hydrogen, a substance possessing marked bleaching properties.
Peroxide of hydrogen, or hydrogen dioxide, is at the pres-
ent time made on a large scale by many manufacturers, and
readily obtainable in the market. It would therefore scarcely
"pay any one to prepare it himself unless he were out' of
reach of the usual channels of trade, so that he could not ob-
tain the preparation in afresh state. Nevertheless it may be
useful to state, how it is made. Barium dioxide (or peroxide),
which is a regular article of commerce, and is a stable com-
pound which will keep for any length of time if kept in
tightly closed bottles, is treated with water until the dioxide
forms with it a thin, smooth milk. This is gradually added
to dilute sulphuric acid, cooled with ice or kept otherwise as
cold as possible, until the sulphuric acid is almost entirely
neutralized. The solution is then allowed to settle and the
clear liquid drawn off. For bleaching purposes, this is pure
enough. Only it must be ascertained that the amount of free
acid present, without which the hydrogen dioxide does not
keep well, is only small Other acids can be used besides
sulphuric, but the latter is the most convenient. If an alkali
is added to hydrogen dioxide so that the reaction becomes
alkaline, it will decompose very rapidly. Even under the
most favorable circumstances (when acid, and kept in a cool
place) it will gradually deteriorate, and finally be entirely con-
verted into oxygen gas, which escapes, and plain water.
Peroxide or dioxide of hydrogen, when applied to the hair
as a bleaching agent, must be used in a dilute condition at
first. Those who use it for the first time should always make
preliminary trials with the liquid upon odd bunches of hair